The Lion's Roar

McAvinnue's Community Newsletter: Week Of September 19th

MCAVINNUE'S PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

Hello McAvinnue Community!

| hope that everyone is doing well...and having an amazing weekend!
What a great weather weekend to say the least. These are the type of
weekends that you have many options to enjoy some time outside. | had
the pleasure enjoying the Yankee Doodle parade in Billerica on Saturday
morning, coaching a softball game on Saturday afternoon, attending a
fireworks show on Saturday evening, and some yard work and football on Sunday!

Well...McAvinnue's first full week has completed and is officially in the books! It was a great week with
many moments of highly engaging lessons, students working hard and making great choices,
amazing lunch options in our cafeteria, and some fun time outside enjoying the nice weather during
recess!

We are excited to host our first family event at on Thursday, September 22nd from 5:00 PM - 6:30
PM....McAvinnue's "Back To School Bash"! This has been such a fantastic family event at McAvinnue
that we have done annually for multiple years. However, we have had to postpone this over the past 2
years due to the COVID-19 pandemic. We are so excited to bring back this annual event. The weather
looks like it will not be the best on this day...however, we will keep everyone posted throughout the
week if we need to reschedule this event...stay tuned!

A quick building update for everyone! With the cooler air coming in at night, we've seen some relief
from the warmth and humidity by the end of the week. Our tremendous maintenance team have been
opening some windows early in the morning which is allowing for the air within the building to
circulate. The Fall season officially begins on Thursday, September 22nd and we expect the weather to
begin to shift to cooler and more consistent temperatures.

Finally, McAvinnue is still looking for 1 parent to consider joining our School Site Council (SSC). This
working group has a very important job that assists in making the academic and financial decisions
that will help move our school forward. Please see the section below for additional information
including the Google sign-up form.

Here are a few items that you need to be aware of. Please mark your calendars for the following
events and activities at McAvinnue for the next few weeks:
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o September 15th - October 15th - National Hispanic Heritage Month

» Monday, September 19th - McAvinnue Opens at 9:10 AM

» Wednesday, September 21st - McAvinnue's "Virtual" Morning Announcements Return

o Thursday, September 22nd - Fall Begins

o Thursday, September 22nd - McAvinnue's "Back To School Bash" @ 5:00 PM - 6:30 PM

» Friday, September 30th - McAvinnue's "Lion's Pride" All School Meeting: September Edition @
9:30 AM-10:15 AM

You will find additional details for the events and activities list above in this edition of McAvinnue's
"Lion's Roar" Community Newsletter.

As usual, we are looking forward to another amazing week at the "best school that we all know"!

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact the Main Office at McAvinnue or send Mr.
Domina a message a mdomina@lowell.k12.ma.us.

McAvinnue's Week In Review

Good News In
Room 303!

This morning some of our
Grade 3 students became
meteorologists and collected
information about the
weather using a wind vane,
compass, rain gauge, and
thermometers! So cool!

Good Yoga News
In Room 204!

Some of our Grade 1
students reset their bodies
and minds after lunch with a

quick yoga session!

Awesome News In
PreK!

It was all about apples this
week in Ms. Anni€'s class!
They counted seeds, made
apple stamps and tasted
them! So fun!

Good News In STEM Studio!

Grade 4 is working on a team building challenge in STEAM Studio this week!

“Fred The Worm” has found himself on top of his capsized boat and his life preserver is trapped
underneath! Teams must save Fred by working together to flip his boat, get Fred into his life preserver
and back into the boat!
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= Fred must never touch the “water” and the teams must do all of this by using 4 paper clips instead of
their fingers! Challenging for sure but they have all met with success so far!
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McAvinnue's Taste Test!

We had a "taste test” this week to see if our students would like the
whole grain cinnamon donut as a breakfast option.

MASSACHUSETTS

Our students overwhelmingly enjoyed the sample and had the a chance
to have the donut for breakfast on Friday! It tasted as good as it looked!
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McAvinnue's 21st Century Before & After . MEA T

School Program
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We are set and ready to launch McAvinnue's 21st Century Before and 1 BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM
After School Program for the 2022-2023 academic school year!

The first session of this amazing and engaging program begins on October 3rd and will run until
December 15th!

The Before School Program is available for Kindergarten - Grade 4 students and will begin at 7:55 AM -
9:10 AM on Monday - Thursday. Students will have the time to enjoy game playing, arts and crafts,
ping pong, foosball, and much more!

The After School Program will host students in Grades 1 and 2 on Monday and Wednesday. Students
in Grades 3 and 4 will attend on Tuesday and Thursday. The After School Program will occur from 3:35

PM - 5:00 PM on Monday - Thursday each week.

Please see the flyers (English, Spanish, and Portuguese) below for more details!
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To register now, please click the button below!

Any questions, please reach out to the school directly and ask to speak with Mrs. De La Luz.

Click To Register For Before & After School

Programming
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English Flyer Spanish Flyer Portuguese Flyer

McAvinnue's School Site Council

McAvinnue's Site Council is a group of faculty, parents, and community
stakeholders who come together to help drive the instructional focus of
: the McAvinnue Elementary School. We look at student data and make
._ decisions about the school's Quality Improvement Plan and budget.

We need one additional parent to join this important group. The commitment is one, one-hour, meeting
each month usually on Zoom. As we hit budget season in February-April, there will be other meetings
added.

If you would like to be a part of the team, please fill out the form below. If you have questions, please
reach out to Mr. Domina at mdomna@lowell.k12.ma.us.
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McAvinnue's School Site Council
Interest Form

Please complete the information below if you are interested in joining
McAvinnue's School Site Council.

McAvinnue's Site Council is a group of faculty, parents, and community
n stakeholders who come together to help drive the instructional focus of the
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22ND
5:00 PM - 6:30 PM

McAvinnue's "Back To School Bash" is back after taking over 2 years off due to the COVID-19
pandemic! We are so excited to be able to bring this amazing event back to our school community.

Please mark your calendar to come by McAvinnue on Thursday, September 22nd from 5:00 PM - 6:30
PM for some fun and excitement. You will have a chance to meet your child's teacher, play some super




cool games, get a free backpack full of school supplies, meet members of the Lowell Police and Fire
Departments, eat some amazing food and treats, and more!

We look forward to seeing everyone at McAvinnue's "Back To School Bash"! If you have any questions,
please reach out to your child's teacher or call the Main Office for support.

The weather is not looking great on Thursday, September 22nd...and there may be a need to
reschedule this event. We will continue to monitor the weather during the early part of the
week...and let everyone know if we will move this event to the following week on Thursday,
September 29th.

McAvinnue's "Virtual" Morning —.
Announcements Will Be Back! ¢.
Back by popular demand from our students and faculty...We have w
recently included McAvinnue's "Virtual' Morning Announcements as part ,UXEGBHIHEA..!:“

of our universal "Morning Meeting" block at 9:30 AM - 9:45 AM.

Like we had successfully done last school year, a new edition of McAvinnue's "Virtual" Morning
Announcements will be presented to our students on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday each week. We
will continue to use Tuesday and Thursday each week to be used for "Open Circle"....our Social
Emotional Learning (SEL) program that focuses on community building, prosocial decision making,
and appropriate responses to daily stressors both within the school and home settings.

This will continue to be a great way to bring our school together each day focusing on the same
message to get the energy, commitment, and engage up before we launch into another great day at
"the best school we all know".

You can check out each edition of McAvinnue's Morning Announcements on our YouTube channel
using the link below.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7hxiBuRjqgjgfASI_RLMIleQ

If you want a peek at what a version of McAvinnue's "Virtual' Morning Announcements will look
like...watch the video below!
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McAvinnue's Morning Announcements 4.27.2022

Here are important dates to remember for the next few months:

September 15th - October 15th - National Hispanic Heritage Month

Wednesday, September 21st - McAvinnue's "Virtual" Morning Announcements Return
Thursday, September 22nd - McAvinnue's "Back To School Bash" @ 5:00 PM - 6:30 PM

Friday, September 30th - McAvinnue's "Lion's Pride" All School Meeting: September Edition @
9:30 AM-10:15 AM




» Monday, October 3rd - NED'S Mindset Mission Shoe All School Meeting @ 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM

» Monday, October 10th - No School - Indigenous Peoples' Day

o Thursday, October 27th - McAvinnue's "Spooktacular’ Family Night @ 5:00 PM - 6:30 PM
(Tentative)

 Friday, October 28th- McAvinnue's "Lion's Pride" All School Meeting: October Edition @ 9:30 AM

-10:15 AM

National Hispanic Heritage Month

September 15th - October 15th

National Hispanic...

September 15 to October 15 is National Hispanic American Heritage Month
The Library of Congress, National Archives and Records Administration,
National Endowment for the Humanities, National Gallery of Art, National
Park Service, Smithsonian Institution and United States Holocaust Memorial

Museum join in paying tribute to the generations of Hispanic Americans who
have positively influenced and enriched our nation and society.

National Hispanic Heritage month begins today

celebrates
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Drop-Off & Pick-Up Logistics

Drop-Off Logistics SCHOO

 Arrival begins at 9:10 AM each day. The late bell rings at 9:25 AM.

o Please pull up to the 4th Avenue side of the building when dropping
off your child.
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» Asyou approach the 4th Avenue sidewalk, a faculty member will greet and support getting your
child safely out of the vehicle.

« This area is a drop off area ONLY. You will not be permitted to park in this location.

o Please be suretodrive all the way down to the end of the sidewalk so we can fit as many vehicles
in this location as possible.

» Ensureyour child is ready to go and do not get out of the car so we can keep traffic moving.

o Students accessing our CSA program will be dismissed out the 4th Avenue door near the rear of
the school building by the exit driveway.

« Large bus students will enter using the back door located in the rear of the school building.

o Small bus and van transportation students will use the 4th Avenue door near the rear of the
school building by the exit driveway.

Morning Lining Up Locations
o Grade1, 3, and 4 students will use the Main Door to enter the school building.
o Grade 2 will use the 4th Avenue doorway near the front of the school to enter the building.
o PreK & Kindergarten will use the Early Childhood door to enter the building. This door is located to
the right of McAvinnue's Reading Garden and to the left of the Main Door.

Pick-Up Logistics

e Grade 1 will be dismissed out the Main Door.

o Grades 2, 3, and 4 will be dismissed out the 4th Avenue door near the front of the school.

o Kindergarten students will be dismissed out the Early Childhood door. This door is located to the
right of McAvinnue's Reading Garden and to the left of the Main Door.

o Students accessing our CSA program will be dismissed out the 4th Avenue door near the rear of
the school building by the exit driveway.

» PreK students will be dismissed out the 4th Avenue door near the rear of the school building by
the exit driveway. Please contact Ms. Annie for the specific dismissal time.

School Bus Transportation Information

School bus transportation is provided to students in grades K-4, who live
greater than .75 mile from their residence or alternate address to their
assigned school. Middle school students (grades 5-8) must live greater
than 1.5 miles from their residence or alternate address to their assigned school.

Kindergarten through 4th grade students will receive a printed bus pass via postal mail. These passes
were mailed out on August 24th. You can also look up your student's bus pass information by using
their Student ID for the username and date of birth for the password at the link below. This is the same
information that students use to log in to their Chromebooks for school.

Please note that Kindergarten and 1st grader students must have an older sibling (4th grade or older)
or parent present at the bus stop in the afternoon in order to depart from the school bus. If a parent or
older sibling is not present, the student will be brought to the Moody School, located at 158 Rogers
Street. A driver’s license or valid identification must be presented to the staff in order to dismiss the
student.

You can use the LPSD "Bus Lookup Tool" using the link below. You will need to use you child's LASID or
lunch number along with their birthdate to access this helpful system.
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Click Here For The LPSD "Bus Lookup Tool"

You will need to have your child's LASID or lunch number to access the most up to date bus
information for your child. Please keep in mind that this number is also used to log into your child's
borrowed device.

Bus Pass Lookup Tutorial

User Name= lunch code

Password= bifhday
rramidchyyy

Example;  August 31, 2008
08312009

i Need Info? FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS & ANSWERS



https://versatransweb06.tylertech.com/LowellPSD/elinkrp/Login.aspx

How can | update my contact information (phone number/email/address)?

| « Goonline to the Family Resource Webpage (https://www.lowell.k12.ma.us/UpdateContactinfo)
and fill out the “contact us” form. Families who don't have access to the internet can fill out the
form in person at the Family Resource Center. If an address change is related to economic factors
or housing instability (family moves in with relatives, eviction, hotel/motel, fire or unsheltered,
please contact the McKinney Vento Office located at the Family Resource Center in person (151
Merrimack Street), by phone (978-674-4321) or go to the webpage at
https://www.lowell.k12.ma.us/HomelessAssistance.

How do | update my emergency contacts?

» If you werein the school last year we will send a verification sheet out. if you are new we will send

home an emergency form to fill out on the first day of school or use the online form found in this
newsletter.

What should I do if my child needs a Chromebook or if my child’s Chromebook needs repairs?
» Families should contact their school to coordinate the issuing of a new Chromebook or to

schedule repairs. After the school year begins, the district will resume its “tech tent” services and
willinform families via email, text, and phone once the services resume.

How do I register my child for the new school year?

1 » All'school registrations are completed online using a computer or laptop. You can access the
online application by going to_ https://www.lowell.k12.ma.us/SchoolRegistration. If you only have
a mobile device and don't have access to a computer or laptop, you can register in person at the
Family Resource Center (151 Merrimack Street). Please call the Family Resource Center if you
have any questions (978-674-4321).

What should I do if | need to register my child(ren) and | don’t speak English?

o The Lowell Public Schools is committed to providing translation and interpretation services for
families who require assistance in a language other than English. The online registration
application and website is translated in Spanish and Portuguese and can be accessed by going to
https://www.lowell.k12.ma.us/SchoolRegistration. For all other languages, please call Vannak
Khin at (978) 328-6782 to arrange services. In-person language interpretation support for
registration can be accessed by visiting the Lowell Public Schools at 151 Merrimack Street.

Families can also call the Family Resource Center at (978) 674-4321 to make an appointment
with a Bilingual Family Liaison.

How old does my child need to be to enroll in preschool or kindergarten?

o A child must turn 4 years old on or before September 1, 2021, in order to apply for preschool and
5 by September 1 to apply for kindergarten. A family can apply for preschool by going to
https://www.lowell.k12.ma.us/PreschoolRegistration to fill out an online application or
https:/www.lowell.k12.ma.us/KindergartenRegistration for kindergarten. For registration
questions, please call (978) 674-4321.

How do | apply for a transfer for my child to change schools in the new year?
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o Perthe 2021-22 School Assignment Policy, all students have the option to request one school
transfer per year. Families can apply online by going to
https://www.lowell.k12.ma.us/SchoolTransfer or can come to the Family Resource Center in-
person to complete the application. Transfers are assigned on a space availability basis.

Medical Information Reminder

Any students who have emergency medications (Epi-Pens, inhalers, etc.)
or who will receive medication in school must have a medication order
from the prescribing physician AND a completed consent form from the
City Health Department.

Forms and medication can be dropped off to Nurse Robin any time during the school day. However, it's
ideal to drop things off between 9:10 AM - 9:30 AM each day.

Nurse Robin cannot administer ANY medications without a physician's order, including over-the-
counter medications. Please make sure that the school nurse is provided refills in advance of any
medication supply running out.

If you have any questions, please reach out to Nurse Robin directly,

Lowell Public Schools COVID Guidelines
Update

Please see the message that was recently sent out regarding the latest
COVID-19 guidance for this school year.

‘Dear Lowell Public Schools Families,

We are looking forward to welcoming you all back to school on August
31st (Sept 7th for PreK and Kindergarteners) for the start of the 2022-2023 school year!

We would like to take this time to share the latest COVID-19 guidelines and policies:

o There will be no more in-school testing or contract tracing and schools will be distributing one last
at-home testing kit, which will expire Sept. 29.

» Masks are not required (except for in the school nurse's office), but staff and students who wish
to wear a mask may do so.

o Students and staff who do have a positive case of COVID-19 must stay out of school for a
minimum of five days, but may return if symptoms improve on days 6-10 if they wear a high-
quality mask.

The Centers for Disease Control's latest COVID-19 guidance can be found here:
https.//www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/isolation.html

We ask that you continue to stress good hygiene habits to your children, such as thorough hand
washing and coughing into their elbows when they cough, and ask them not to share cups or water
bottles with friends.
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We strongly encourage all who are able to do so to receive the COVID-19 vaccine and subsequent
boosters. We are thankful to our partners at the Massachusetts Department of Public Health, who
provided vaccinations at our Back-to-School Block Party, which was attended by more than 3,000
people. To find a location to receive a vaccine or booster, as well as additional information about the

vaccine, visit: https./www.lowellma.gov/1523/C0OVID-19-Vaccine”

2022-2023 School Year Calendar
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Click To Access The 2022-2023 School Calendar

Parent & Family Resources

Breakfast and Lunch Will Be Free for All LPS Students
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As we reopen for the new school year, Lowell Public Schools Food and
Nutrition we are Powering Potential for students and faculty with
innovations in our menus and enhancements to our overall dining
operations. When your child dines with us, rest assured that we will be

serving delicious, nutritious meals prepared with the utmost attention to

safety. We encourage every student to fuel up with breakfast and lunch
meals each day so they can be energized and prepared to succeed
throughout the day, in and out of the classroom.

BACK &

TO SCHOOL @989
A" AND TO FREE
BREAKFAST AND

LUNCH ALL YEAR!
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Please keep up to date on our program, nutrition education, monthly menus and back to school letters
on the LPS Food and Nutrition website.

Any concerns please feel free to email foodservice@lowell.k12.ma.us

Breakfast & Lunch Menus: September

Check

August / Se

pémber 202
Elementary School
Breakfast Menu

plea:
foodservices@lowell.k12.ma.us

All Breakfast itemns are whole grain. Offered Daily: 1 %
and Skim Milk and Fresh Fruit All Breakfast is provided
free for all student

Menu is

aramark 2
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Menu's, n Education & Monthly Promotions!
o

29

WELCOME
BACK

w

LABOR DAY
NO SCHOOL

12
Ereakfast Cheese Pizza
Bagel

Cranberry, Orange
‘Oatmeal Round

1) Served with Apple and Mik

19

Warm Banana Bread
Oatmeal Raisin Round

" Served with Orange and
Milk

26
Breaklas! Sausage Pizza
Bagel

Cranberry, Orange
‘Oatmeal Round

.
Served with Julce, Pear

and Milk

30
HAVE
A
GREAT
YEAR!

6
PRIMARY
ELECTION

NO SCHOOL

13
Blueberry Muffin

Benefit Bar
Served with Orange and
Mtk

20

Double Chocolate Chip
Muffin

Benefit Bar

Served with Juice, Pear
and Milk

27

Blueberry Muffin
Benefit Bar

Served with Banana and
Milk

Assorted Cereal Bowl with
Graham Cracker

Served with Apple and Milk

7
Sausage, Egg and Cheese
Bagel Sandwich

Assorted Cereal Bowl with
Graham Cracker

Served with Orange and
Milk

14
Clnnamon Sugar Domut

Assorted Cereal Bowl with
Graham Cracker

and Milk

Served with Apple and Milk

1
Blusberry Waffle with
Maple Syrup

Nature Valley Oatmeal
Round

Served with Orange and
Milk

8

Blueberry Waffle with
Maple Syrup

Nature Valley Oatmeal
Round
Served with Juice, Pear
and Milk

15
Blugberry Waffle with
Maple Syrup

Nature Valley Gatmeal
Round

Served with Banana and
Mitk

22

Blueberry Waffle with
Maple Syrup

Mature Valley Oatmeal
Round

Served with Apple and Milk

29
Blueberry Waffle with
Maple Syrup

Nature Valley Oatmeal
Round

Served with Orange and
Mitk

2
LABOR DAY
RECESS

NO SCHOOL

9

Baged with Cream Cheese
Assorted Cereal Bar with
Graham Cracker

Served with Banana and
Milk

16
Bagel with Cream Cheese

Assorted Cereal Bar with
Graham Cracker

Served with Apple and Milk

23
Bagel with Cream Cheese

Assorted Cereal Bar with
Graham Cracker
Served with Orange and
Milk

30
Baged with Cream Cheese

Assorted Cereal Bar with
Graham Cracker

Served with Juice, Pear
and Milk
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Emergency Contact Form: 2022-2023

Get a jump start now and complete your emergency contact form for the
2022-2023 academic school year?

We have madeiit really easy for you to complete this important task. You

can access the online form below. When you complete this form, it is immediately sent to McAvinnue

and we will print it out for our records.

You don't need to come to the school to complete this form...you can do it right on your phone, tablet,

or computer!

If you have any questions, please reach out to Mrs. De La Luz at adelaluz@lowell.k12.ma.us or

contact the Main Office at McAvinnue for support!
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Formulario de Emergencia
Formulario de Emergéncia 2022-

2023
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Community Resources & Daycare Options for Families

Looking for before or after school daycare options for your child? Here is a short list of options and
information for your consideration.

Here s a list of daycare options in Lowell:

« Community Team Work (CTI) (978) 454-5100
o Families who are already enrolled in a CTI program...
» Callor text school-age coordinators to request a slot
» Billy 978-995-0028, wma@commteam.org
» Karen 978-729-7216, kshannon@commteam.org
o Families who are not enrolled in a CTl program
» |fyou'vefilled out a CTl application in the past...
« Contact Karen (978) 729-7216, kshannon@commteam.org to see if where you are
on the waitlist (if there is a waitlist)
i « If you've never filled out a CTl application...
» Fillout an application at 17 Kirk St., 126 Phoenix Ave
« Or callthe main CTI number (978) 454-5100 to request an email version of the
application.

« YMCA: (978) 454-7825; 1 YMCA Dr in Lowell
» Karen Espinola is the school-age director
 Fillout a application online or at the YMCA to request a slot
» Debbie Doben is the preschool director if your child is preschool age

» Family Childcare: Call programs to see if they have openings near you
 Bethel Family Childcare (978) 458-6577
 Clarendon Family Childcare (978) 454-3026
« Child Development and Learning (CDE) (978) 275-2843
» ACRE Family Childcare (978) 937-5899
o CTI: See above contact information

» GirlsInc: (978) 458-6529, 220; Worthen St. in Lowell
o Accept girls ages 5-14 years old
o Accept Child Care Circuit vouchers, DCF vouchers, and private pay (income-based, sliding
scale)
« Call Pam Lerocque (Director of Finance & Administration) to check on openings



mailto:wma@commteam.org
mailto:kshannon@commteam.org
mailto:kshannon@commteam.org

« Boys and Glirls Club: (978) 458-4526; 657 Middlesex St in Lowell
» School-age openings for after-school
« Teens who are working with the Department of Children and Families can callBGC or DCF to
see if they're eligible

Local Food Support

Do you need support with food options for your family. No need to
worry...there are many local groups that can offer support for you
during your time of need.

t00D

Click the link below for a list of local food pantries that are willing to help.

You can also reach out to Mrs. De La Luz, McAvinnue's Social Worker, for support navigating these and
other options.

Greater-Lowell-Area-Pantry-List 8-27-20 (1).xlsx

McAvinnue's Family Read-A-Loud

"Goodbye Summer...Hello Autumn"

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SEuyPEgUNdk

| ;000BYE SUM
' SReAD TS

McAvinnue's School Website
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Check out our school website where you can find a wealth of
information including school news, calendars, and other events.

Please visit our website at: https:/www.lowell.k12.ma.us/mcavinnue

Follow McAvinnue On Social Media

You can follow McAvinnue on social media at the following sites! We
update things daily and this is a great way to stay in touch with all of the
amazing things that are happening inside and out of "the best school we
all know"!

FaceBook: https:/www.facebook.com/McAvinnueElementarySchool
Twitter:

https://twitter.com/McAvinnuel PS

Instagram:

http:/instragram.com/mcavinnueelementarylps

YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7hxiBuRjgjgfASI_RLMIleQ

Our Vision
ﬂ Facebook ﬂ @McAvinnueLPS

McAvinnue Elementary Schoolis a place...where there are high
expectations, where students are academically engaged, where
instruction is guided by a systematic approach to examine data,
where there is amulti-tiered system of support, and where a
responsive environment that fosters social emotional connections
between faculty and students prevails.

#McAvinnuePride #BeTheDifference #NextLevel

ﬂ 131 Mammoth Road, Lowell, M... B mdomina@lowell.k12.ma.us

L. (978) 937-2871 ﬁ lowell.k12.ma.us/Domain/21
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